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Eat, Drink and be Merry

For tomorrow we get Stern

Then along came the Stern Report Well bugger me, an
economist talking sustainability - surely the corner had
been turned, the hill crested, the trough bottomed, the
window found ajar at least!

‘Spend a dollar now on the right measures, save nine
later’ - it is the stuff of my father’'s "money” lectures to
me as a teenager. It even made our Prime Minister
start talking carbon trading - surely cause enough for
euphorial But as | started to research Stern’s report,
some messages seemed to be missing. Criticlsm of its
assumptions and even its basic logic appeared not
only in right wing economic circles, but from within the
environmental movement,

Some criticisms of the Stern |
Report highlight the following
issues: |

m Sets the atmospheric
carbon target for 2050 too high, at 550 ppm ! (twice
the pre-1850 level). The IPCC ? reckons between 400
and 450 ppm is a better target.

m Stern’s strategy is actually unlikely to limit CO2 levels

to 550 ppm by 2050, which is troubling indeed. World
growth will likely exceed the 2 to 2. 5-fold increase in
energy demand forecast by Stern, assurming business
as usual for the global economic machine,

m Stern’s logic Is possibly simplistic in its assumption of

the way energy demand is predicted (fiat arithmetic
growth curves
which do not
take account
of consumer
feedback
loops).

On the other
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economic

rationalists to embrace the “stitch In time” approach by

expressing sustainabllity in terms they can understand®.

If nothing else. this is an important platform for further

work in this areo. That makes it sound as if economists

of that ik have hitherto been unaware of the changes

happening out here in the real world, which is surely not
universally frue, But if the cap fits?
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Recent articles in Solar Progress * by Ted Trainer, and
In ECOS ® by Matt Brace challenge the Stern Report,
and even carry arguments for fundamental economic
reform to change the way wealth (or its benefits) are
generated, ANU's Richard Eckersley looks to history for
instances of ‘profound shifts in our view of ourselves,
in what it was to be human’. Once upon a time child
labour was normal, acceptable, even seen as an
economic essential. Within 50 years it was completely
eradicated, In the 1800s women could not vote, but by
this time last century the tide had rapidly turned. These
are Just two massive and sudden social changes we
can learn from.

“Let's just keep growing, consurning, poliuting. There
are no limits, nothing is finite.”

Changing economic systems from ‘growth-based’ to
‘steady-state’is possibly our next big hurdle, and perhaps




without clearing that cne,
we will never halt climate
change. Runaway global
warming (> 4% will in itself
cause massive social
and economic change,

being the whole point
) of the Stern Report.
= = But Stern continues the
i ' assumption that growth-
based economies are not
problematic in the long
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term. It's an assumption we may well have to seriously
reconsider within our working lifetimes. The assumption
Is based on a mere 200 years of human history - prior
to that, other systems existed. It may well be that we
need massive change, rather than incremental change
in order to clear the closing window.

S0, | may not be the efernal optimist | once was, but
even If the world and everybody in it is going to hell In
a hand basket, working for change is still the right thing
to do. Simply because, morally it Is the right thing to do.
And, if we all do it...

After a weekend with Al Gore:
Where is the Aussie mindset really at?

If you have seen An Inconvenient Truth (and you better
have, coz if you ain't, I'll be round to your place with
me own version to keep you awake all night!) you may
have noticed two things. Hopefully in addition to the
main argument,

You may have noticed that it focuses heavily on the
impact of things like Hurricane Katrina on the American
psyche. And, that it spends a lot of time proving that
climate change Is real, that it's happening now, and
that certain human activities are the cause.

| was fortunate enough to spend a weekend with its
maker Al Gore, learning its content, polishing delivery
skills, learning crowd control, all for the purpose of
taking my own version of the slideshow to people in
my personal network. Don’t get too jealous - | was
one of 85, so It wasn't quite an infimate tete-a-tete.
But it was good| Gore is convinced that Australia is at
a tipping point - ready to start seriously moving on from
questioning the facts, to start delivering solutions, He is
aware that solving problems Is something hurmans are
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generally pretty good
at, and Aussies maybe
rmore so than most. He
is also aware that we ¥R
are not as buried in self- _.;.'.
cbsessed ignorance as |§
same other people may |
be, although at fimes |
wonder.

“Hi - my name’s Al Gore,
| used to be the next
President of the United
States, then something
happened in Florida...”

We can all wonder |8
what might have been, §
if a particular event @
had turned out a little
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differently. | always wonder how my life would have been
had | not missed the first 45 minutes of my first form (year
7) yearly maths exam, ironically because | was studying
for it in the school library and forgot the time. It proved
a useful excuse for why | did not get Into the top maths
class the next year, and no doulst my HSC mark suffered
for it. Would | have been the next president of...? Mah
- It's not a problem (really). But | digress...

Where is the Australlan mindset in the first half of 2007,
as we head into federal elections? As we head into
further consumption, further debt, further environmental
degradation? If Mr Gore is right, we should see
avidence of change now. Let’'s do a quick check of
two greenhouse problem sectors:

Transport

We should be seeing big commitments from governments
on public transport (no?); rall freight (can’t see i),
and people buying smaller cars (bingo - one out of
threel). Note who Is doing the leading here - people
way ahead of government. In 2003, when the new

air cho
tal outcomes.

VE Commodore was being developed, the head of
strategic planning at Holden described the Australian
car buyer as someone who cared so litte about social
or environmental outcomes that they would continue
fo buy big fuel-hungry rear wheel drive cars . The VE
Commodore is currently selling at only 60% of sales
targets. He got It wrong, the people changed, and he
didn’t see it coming.

Building operational energy

We should be seeing big leaps In energy efficiency
(some, in buildings like Melbourne’s CH2, Sydney’s 30
The Bond, but nothing noticeable from programs like
BASIX): big reductions in domestic air conditioning sales
(nope. still on the up); uptake of efficient lighting (yes,
slowly). Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore Is leading
a symbolic gesture on city lighting with Earth Hour 7
- local government assisted by the print media - state
and federal governments nowhere to be seen (at
time of writing). Let's not forget the continuing lack of
encouragement of building-integrated photovoltaics
from state and federal governmenis.

[

These two quick surveys show more leadership by
'we the people’ than governments, who seem o be
playing catch-up. This gives the optimist within me
great encouragement. (Then my next-door neighbours
built an uninsuloted extension and installed an air
conditioner... but that leads to another story & Current
debates about using recycled water as a component
of town water supplies also seems fo be leaving
governments behind, although here Queensland Is a
trend-breaker, with Toowoomba residents trapped by
a fearfsmear campaign, and the state government
showing more intiative,

If the people are ahead of
government thinking, the nuclear
debate will be a good litmus test. |
Perhaps the federal election will
hinge upon it. The stakes are high
- 248,000 years Is a long fime
to wait for a bad decision to
disappear, "Hi, my name’s Kengo |
? - I'm a human being, | used fo
live on a blue-green planet.

1. Pem - parts par milllon. Currently
atmospheric CO2 is at 380 ppm and
rising fast, up from long-term averages
of 280 ppm.

2 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change - generally
accepled as baing the foremost authorily on CO2 levels, includes
Australia’s Dr Groeme Pearman.

3. imagine ony being able to undersfand numbers. Surely economists
also feal love, get emaofional and have excifing thoughts outsicle
of fiscal policy debates, Too many “know the price of everything
and the value of nothing.” (fone of Wilda's)

4, Journal of fhe Ausfralion and New Zecland Solar Energy Sociaty
and with ReNew Magazine, i defivered free fo every ATA member
as well. 5ee wwwala.org.au

5, CSIRC journal reporting on science and news behind sustainabiiity
and indusfry = o Irily exceflent read. www publish.cslro.au/ecos

&, Ian MeCleove, Director Business Sfrategy and Flanning. General
Motors-Holden, prasenting to the Austratian Aufomotive Charmber
of Manufacturers, 2003,

7. Earfth Hour - turn the fights off for one hour on March 31 af 7.30pm.
See httofcompefifions. f2.com.ouw/enfercgifcompelifion=aarth_
hour

8. BASIX fn NSW is not preventing crappy bulldings from baing thrown
e by an industry whose only raison d'efre s fo moke a profit af
everybody else’s expense. Wil it be any different in WA?

9. Kengo copyright ahgjokes.com




